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Beowulf

Anon. ca. 1000 A.D., trans. Francis B. Gummere

Lines 710-719, 739-757, 758-766, and 809-824

Pa com of more under misthleopum
Grendel gongan, Godes yrre beer;

mynte se manscada manna cynnes

sumne besyrwan in sele pam hean.

Wod under wolcnum to pees pe he winreced,

goldsele gumena gearwost wisse
feettum fahne. Ne waes peet forma sio,
beet he Hropgares ham gesohte;
nefre he on aldordagum er ne sipdan
heardran hale, healdegnas fand!

Ne baet se agleeca yldan pohte,

ac he gefeng hrade forman side
sleependne rinc, slat unwearnum,

bat banlocan, blod edrum dranc,
synsnedum swealh; sona hefde
unlyfigendes eal gefeormod,

fet ond folma. Ford near setstop,

nam pa mid handa higepihtigne

rinc on reeste, reehte ongean

feond mid folme; he onfeng hrape
inwitbancum ond wid earm geseet.

Sona peet onfunde fyrena hyrde,

beet he ne mette middangeardes,
eorpan sceata on elran men

mundgripe maran; he on mode weard
forht on ferhde; no by er fram meahte.
Hyge wees him hinfus, wolde on heolster fleon,
secan deofla gedreeg; ne wees his drohtoo peer
swylce he on ealderdagum eer gemette.
Gemunde ba se goda, maeg Higelaces,
afenspraece, uplang astod

ond him feeste widfeng; fingras burston;
eoten waes utweard; eorl furpur stop.
Mynte se meera, peer he meahte swa,
widre gewindan ond on weg banon
fleon on fenhopu; wiste his fingra geweald
on grames grapum. Paet waes geocor sio,
beet se hearmscapa to Heorute ateah!
Da peet onfunde se pe fela &ror

modes myrde manna cynne,

fyrene gefremede --- he wees fag wid God--- ,
beet him se lichoma leestan nolde,

ac hine se modega maeg Hygelaces
heefde be honda; wees gehwaeper odrum
lifigende lao. Licsar gebad

atol seglaeca; him on eaxle weard
syndolh sweotol, seonowe onsprungon,
burston banlocan. Beowulfe weard
gudhreo gyfepe; scolde Grendel bonan
feorhseoc fleon under fenhleoou,

secean wynleas wic; wiste pe geornor
beet his aldres wees ende gegongen,
dogera deegrim. Denum eallum weard
efter pbam weelraese willa gelumpen.

THEN from the moorland, by misty crags,

with God's wrath laden, Grendel came.

The monster was minded of mankind now

sundry to seize in the stately house.

Under welkin he walked, till the wine-palace
there,

gold-hall of men, he gladly discerned,

flashing with fretwork. Not first time, this,

that he the home of Hrothgar sought, --

yet ne'er in his life-day, late or early,

such hardy heroes, such hall-thanes, found!

Not that the monster was minded to pause!
Straightway he seized a sleeping warrior
for the first, and tore him fiercely asunder,
the bone-frame bit, drank blood in streams,
swallowed him piecemeal: swiftly thus

the lifeless corse was clear devoured,

e'en feet and hands. Then farther he hied;
for the hardy hero with hand he grasped,
felt for the foe with fiendish claw,

for the hero reclining, -- who clutched it boldly,
prompt to answer, propped on his arm.

Soon then saw that shepherd-of-evils

that never he met in this middle-world,

in the ways of earth, another wight

with heavier hand-gripe; at heart he feared,
sorrowed in soul, -- none the sooner escaped!
Fain would he flee, his fastness seek,

the den of devils: no doings now

such as oft he had done in days of old!

Then bethought him the hardy Hygelac-thane
of his boast at evening: up he bounded,
grasped firm his foe, whose fingers cracked.
The fiend made off, but the earl close followed.
The monster meant -- if he might at all --

to fling himself free, and far away

fly to the fens, -- knew his fingers' power

in the gripe of the grim one. Gruesome march
to Heorot this monster of harm had made!

Soon he found, who in former days,

harmful in heart and hated of God,

on many a man such murder wrought,

that the frame of his body failed him now.
For him the keen-souled kinsman of Hygelac
held in hand; hateful alive

was each to other. The outlaw dire

took mortal hurt; a mighty wound

showed on his shoulder, and sinews cracked,
and the bone-frame burst. To Beowulf now
the glory was given, and Grendel thence
death-sick his den in the dark moor sought,
noisome abode: he knew too well

that here was the last of life, an end

of his days on earth. -- To all the Danes

by that bloody battle the boon had come.
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